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for by a Portuguese stepmother. In his youth he had not
been seriously thought of as a possible successor to the
throne, until the tragic death of Crown Prince Rudolph at
Meyerling in 1889 left Francis Joseph without a direct male
heir. Franz Ferdinand had not therefore at first been given
any special training in politics, but, like Austrian Arch-
dukes generally, had been placed in the army for a military
career. His health had never been robust, owing perhaps
to tubercular tendencies inherited from his mother. This
tendency at times became so threatening that he often had
to spend months at Brioni or Miramar on the warm shores
of the Adriatic, where he came to have an intense interest
in the creation of an Austrian navy; at other times he
sought better health in the dry air of Switzerland at Davos,
or in a ten months' trip around the world in 1892-1893. In
the fatal spring of 1914 there were those who prophesied
that the old Emperor at eighty-four would actually outlive
his nephew who had just passed fifty.
Franz Ferdinand's lung trouble appears to have influ-
enced somewhat his life and character. It had not sweet-
ened his temper; it had macle him feel that fate had been
unfair to him, and had developed in him a tendency to shun
society life. The undisguised haste with, which many peo-
ple, especially those connected with the Court, deserted him
when he was seriously ill and seemed unlikely ever to come
to the throne, hardened the Archduke's character, which
was not naturally gentle, increased his distrust of the men
who surrounded him, and heightened his contempt for man-
kind in general. His ill health may also have contributed
somewhat to his intense zeal for the Catholic Church, es-
pecially after his marriage to a strict Catholic; and" it
strengthened his iron determination to overcome obstacles
and fit himself for the task of ruling the Hapsburg domin-
ions. He learned the languages of the nations over which
he seemed likely some day to rule. He also took instruc-